Anatomy of a Movement: Learning from
History to create the Future'

O

ANATOMY 0F A MOVEMENT:

In a period when both young and

Learninq from His.,-ory old are looking for signs of a new

movement and evaluating past

movements, it is critical for us to
TO Creafe The FU Ture gain a common understanding and
vision of what “movement-build-

ing” work is and how we can
begin or continue carrying it out.

Purpose of Case Studies in Organizing -

To de-mystify the work of movement-building and lift up useful lessons from histo-
ry. This workshop helps participants to dissect a historical organizing campaign or

social movement in order to examine the critical elements of those events — the ele-
ments that made them effective, notable and part of a larger movement.

Using this Popular Education Tool

. This workshop can be conducted in
EXGHLPIES 01(‘ WDI‘kSh&p SEﬂmqs many differenI: settings. You can use it with groups
from different organizations or communities at confer-

ences or trainings — to explore the concept and mechanics of movement-building. It is also

effective within a single organization. For example, union members used it to help evaluate
their own campaign strategy and tactics, while gaining inspiration for a long-term fight. Choose an
event, campaign, or movement that is apEropriate for your audience. We have used the Montgomery
Bus Boycott, SNCC, the Zapatistas, and the Environmental Justice Movement.

Basic Materials Optional Materials
* Newsprint Paper/Markers * Pictures, Video, or Music related to the
¢ Reading Packets (background info on the Movement in focus
Movement in focus) * Large print of the Timeline (for the wall)
* Movement Building Timeline Handouts e Post-it Notes

s : You can use Project South’s Movement-
thdUCﬂOﬂ TO The WOFkShO.P (Lonqel‘ VETSJOH) Building Timelil]ie to introduce the history
of movements in the US and have partici-
pants share more information about their own history. Ask participants to answer the following
questions on post-it notes and add them to the large timeline on the wall (questions can vary
according to audience and workshop goals). What community organizations or trade unions
were your family involved in? What policy change (or other movement victory) had the biggest impact
on your family? Choose a‘select number of participants to share their stories.

! This activity first appeared in Project South: Institute for the Elimination of Poverty and Genocide, Popular
Education for Movement Building: A Project South Resource Guide volume 2, issue 1 (Spring 2001): 114-117.



Ask people to finish these sentences (this

tator on butcher paper): “1 feel like I am
part of a growing movement when....;” and/or “I organize (am part of this organization) because...”

. As you transition into the anatomy exercise, offer a brief explana-
CGTE EXEI‘C |S€ | tion of the purpose for examining history, the history of this par-
ticular movement, and its relevance for the participants’ work

today.
Ifyo):r have music, video or pictures related to the movement in focus, share them at
this time.
+ In a large group discussion, ask the participants to answer the following questions;
recording their answers on newsprint:
- What do we know about this movement? (When?
Where? What? Why?)
- What were the major activities?
- What resources did they have/utilize? (Where did
those come from?)
- Who was involved?
- What changes were made as a result of this move-
ment?
Each of these questions will probably draw a significant
amount of discussion. Encourage this, but keep a lively
pace. (We've included sample answers on the next page.)
+ Ask the group to apply any lessons they can take from the
historical example to their current work (especially if you are
working with a group that is involved in a current campaign that
is ready to be analyzed). If your group is larger than 25, con-
sider breaking into smaller groups and adding a report back.

\ We feel that there are several
Ke y Points key points/lessons that
should be lifted up during

this exercise. Often times the participants lift them
up — but if some are overlooked, facilitators

should lift them up.

» Bold Goals — Movements have historically accomplished

what was thought to be impossible. We should aim high.

o Long-term Change — Our short-term victories and losses

are part of a longer-term process that can (and should) lead

to further progress.

o Leadership is Key — Lasting change is most often made

(and sustained) by those most affected by an issue. Despite

what we are often taught, low-income people and people of

color are usually in leadership of our movements.

* Resources from the Community — The most important

resources often come from within the community (not a

foundation).

* Culture and Spirit — Every successful movement/cam-

paign has built culture and spirit into its development.

e Education, Planning and Strategic Thinking —

Movements don’t happen by chance.

m',TUdUCﬁDﬂ fo the Wor kShO.P (Shorter Version)| can be done by the participants or the facili-

O




r Vit The major challenge of this workshop is the research.
O.P,POI‘ TlJmTfES (Jﬂd Chﬂuenq% You should do adequate (not exhaustive) research on
your case study — so you can provide some basic
information and speak to the key points, if needed. Background readings and multi-
media resources (music, video, pictures) can make all the difference.
+ History is a funny thing — for those who think they don’t know much history, it can
be intimidating; for those who are “experts” it can be very controversial. It can be helpful to use a
case study that is not directly part of people’s experience at first. If you do the workshop a sec-
ond time (or a longer version) then use an example that hits closer to home.
+ This workshop provides many opportunities. It can inspire people to do more study of the
movement-building process. It offers the opportunity to discuss strategy (long and short-term)
and demonstrate the relationship between short-term wins and long-term strategy. The workshop
can provide a way to do a more “objective” evaluation of a current campaign. It can also help
mixed groups of people talk about the effectiveness of campaigns and whether they are framed
and implemented in way that builds movement in concrete terms.

Your Notes
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ANATONY OF A MOVEMENT,
the Monfgomery Bus Boycoﬁ

Sample Questions and Answers about the Montgomery Bus Boycott
as a result of this movement?

What?

What changes were made

o African Americans were able to sitin any

¥ Wher? Where?
t — not just in the back of the bus

o i movemer

0
Tyhat do we kio¥ R :
‘ vailable sea :
\\ Woy? L tO a' It brought the commumt}’{mge&?if i ‘
| o 1955-1956 AL her COmﬂ‘“mwa\rcott « People’s eyes were opened — they s
| % Montgomery A%y (con by RET 00 piete b0) “let’s fight for more —
: Mo\q Parks waS\L bus - s ism | |« Established African Americans power —
0sa e ap jcans: . acls’ 5 3 Jerywhner
g }3 her € OnAiricaﬂ % 1C‘_;!azmd against ! o Tt contributed to desegregation every
otf the buse® y(e“\d to take & o Created le?-l&:lers1 -
 were re? the churches stron o :
« Pec?! : %"E‘edgoycott spread to other cities — itwasa |
model > 2 to an
What were the major gog « Raised the profile of Jim Crow laws
i Witiesp international level e e i, B
- aﬁNNING; e Led to the hiring ofdAfncan
* Ingjoi 8 t0 work drivers down the roa
5 1Vidua]g mad, o It gave people hope . it
Ude the e the choig, del for organizing a boyco
. ) € not ¢ * Gave amo the South
= rgamzing a'tza « Helped build networks across the ol
« proPeCially the t i hortation Syste « It was a catalyst for a larger movemen
Pickeg 1 driverg m “impossible” possible
L S an, ; made the “imp
*aderg re ch, g W
andj 0sen ho F
. Raufdmg ut flyerg Was involyedp
€5 e v ni
Masg me night * Everyq
Pray 88 4 Y pe
yer = Made g, P the
ple’s Spirits f, ging — 1o * Blae Crificeg Majority o comm
1.
wit} Committeed P8 pea- | [+ 1, kg "Mty people
Vith of a : * B :
/ City Jeg ers 5 negOf‘Iat ack Chj]d
/ * House Visits to settja the [’O‘y’cf;i * NAAcp eN walkeq to schog)
L i : Rosa Packs : [
[ ; - : . Martin Luthey Ki ﬁ‘l
What resources did they have/utilize? (Where did he firg Wor e 8 I |
those come from?) audette ojv]']en WhO refuseq ¢, _. /
arrested n and Mary I o give up the; /
. . s Bl Ouise Gppys T Seats . |
Churches — facilities and people ack chyyep Mith were b /
* People with cars Taxi hes, inclyg; oth /
: Ng the mipi. /
* Taxis and drivers * Highlander Ce e f
el Poutical edycagio T PrOVided plap. /
* People shared food and necessities People ith ¢ o Mhing facilitieg 2 /
with each other — when they lost their €0ple \;‘:lfrs %
jobs because of the boycott Y ‘?JJ’]CUH sever, yé) e LA Staged 4y, - /
¢ Organization VIth Mon, aIS Prioy ap, 1 “unsyeg "
Eomery Jo, Sers d shareq el ;'055{1;1’ bus
E‘Hrned
These answers are from past workshop participants, ‘I
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